
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

New York Office Awarded 3-Star Green Restaurant Association 
Certification 
Publication Date: 6/20/2011 

Moody’s cafeteria at 7 World Trade Center achieved 3-Star Green Restaurant Association (GRA) Certification earlier this 
month. It is one of only four corporate cafeterias and 18 restaurants in the New York City metro area to gain 3-Star GRA 
certification since the organization’s inception twenty years ago. 

GRA Certification 

The process for GRA certification included an extensive evaluation of the cafeteria’s environmental standards and in-
depth consultation of eco-friendly practices. The staff at the Moody’s cafeteria gathered information from the 7 World 
Trade Center landlord concerning lights, paint in the building and coating on windows, and collected invoices and 
pictures of the entire cafeteria. The process began in the fall of 2010 and spanned approximately eight months.  

Environmental experts rated the Moody’s cafeteria by using a system that accrues points within seven categories 
including energy and water efficiency, waste management and food sustainability. To qualify for certification, the 
restaurant must accumulate at least 100 points, have a full scale recycling program, be free of Styrofoam, and implement 
an annual education program about the importance of sustaining a healthy environment. At the end of the assessment, 
the Moody’s cafeteria earned more than 175 points, earning 3-Star GRA certification.  

In addition to GRA certification, green initiatives at Moody’s include: 

» New, earth-friendly, biodegradable and compostable bagasse tableware,  

» Ecotainer® containers in place of foam soup cups 

» Greenware® cold cups for fountain sodas 

»  Lunch totes for carry-out 

» The Terracycle Program, which recycles used writing instruments.  

“We’re always looking to make changes for environmental reasons, and to be greener,” - Stacey Ingle, Assistant Vice 
President of Real Estate, when asked about the decision to go green. “We want to know what’s new in the market and 
what we can do to be a more environmentally sustainable company.”  

The GRA has been rating restaurants on standards of sustainability for two decades. The organization is a leader in 
promoting more environmentally responsible restaurants, consumers and manufacturers. Its certifications offer a 
powerful message to customers, illustrating that the establishment is committed to positive environmental change. Visit 
the GRA’s website to learn more. 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and 
analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is 
the parent company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt 
instruments and securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and 
research for credit and economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported 
revenue of $2.3 billion in 2011, employs approximately 6,100 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 
28 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com. 
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